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Kirsty Brooks wears Morri
trench; hair by George Gi
Blonde Room; and r
Michelle -'l"]l"lv Cos

assidy Blair is 29, cymcal, single
and adidicted to pot nosdles, Shes
also up to her cychalls in debt
H10.000 of it Much of Cassidys
financial predicament can be blamed on her
untderwesr obsession. Lace, G-strings, cami-
soles, bra and brief sets ... Cassidy is a girl
who can never say no to the allure of lingeric

Unfortunately the %435 a week she eamns
working at a VD store can’t keep up with her
pantie passion. Cassidy has to earn some cxira
cash — fast, When a colleague offers to pay her
o test her unsavoury fiance’s fidelity by
lEmpting him at a tacky mightclub, Cassidy
hits on a now moncy-making scam. She’ll
clear her eredit-card debt by going undercover
io check out cheating partners. Along the way
she runs imto a cast of sinister characters and
sticky situations.

Stmart-maouthed, soft-hearted Cassidy Blair
is the creation of Kirsty Brooks, an Adelaide
writer tipped to be the next big thing in Ausl-
ralian crime fction. The Fodba MDiglegue 15
Frooks® second erime novel and it has caused a
shiver of excitement in the publishing world,

Drarks, 2 3 1-yearold blonde who admits to
her own extravagant underwear hahit, is the
freshest face among a growing list of home-

grown and international female cnime writers
staking their claim on a genre once dominated
by cigarchomping, tench-coated gumshoes.
With their hard-as-nails heroines and heep-em-
gucssing plots, they're tapping inte a public
hunger for stories that jangle the nerves and
keep readers guessing until the Iast page. A
recent best-seller list by book-store chain
Dymocks included three crime stories by
women — Elizabeth George, PT2 James and
Janct Evanovich — among its top-10 novels,

“Crime fiction has been strong since the
days of Sherlock Holmes and Agatha Chnstic,
but there are mow more crime authors, more
crime books being written and there are defi-
nilely more people buying them,” says Mere-
dith Dirake, who is in charge of buying titles for
Drvmocks’ 80 Auvsmalian stores. “A prowing
number of crime authors are woamen, too,”

“The international market is dominated by
female writers.” savs Lisa [Tighton, publishing
director of Hodder Headhine Australia. Of the
11 nervels Hadder will publish this viear, teo ane
crime stories by Australian women - Brooks
and psvchological thnller writer Gabriglle
Lord, “Women pay attention to detail and per-
haps they hove an inside track on the emotions
that drive people o crime and munder”

By SABAH MARINOS

Kirsty Brooks admits theres a fair bit of her-
aell in Cassidy Blair “We have similar lastes in
music and movies, and [ do spend too mech on
underpants,” she laughs. “Cassidy is braver
than me though. She makes mistakes, but she
will get in there and have a go. She's strong but
she’s also tlawed and vulnerable.”

Brooks was hom in Whyalla, South Ausl-
ralia, but moved with her famly to Adelaide
when she was five. She remembers falling in
lovve with the Famous Five and Secret Seven
and maost mights foll asleep dreaming of joimng
in their adventures. *1 was a reading nerd. My
parenis were alwavs encourgEne me o real
bt probably not to the extent I did.”

Even after studying visual arts and journal-
ism at unrversity and writing two non-fiction
books (Hitching: Tales From the Bvwaays amd
Superhighways, and Mod Love, about relation-
ships) memories of the Secrel Seven’s adven-
turcs still captvated her. She realised her heart
lay in writing crime fiction. Her first nowvel,
Larely Lieck, was published last year, followed
by The Fodka Miglogmee, which hit bookshelves
last month. Brooks says she wanted to wiite the
sort of crime story she longed o read - a book
with a quitky but sympathctic protagomst, a
tightly written plof, romance and plenty of =





